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» Always read the label or the markings on the compressed gas cylinder to
identify the contents. The color of the cylinder may not always be the best
way to identify the gas.

» Before handling, read the cylinder label and the safety data sheet (SDS) for
the compressed gas so that you can be aware of the hazards, safety
precautions, PPE requirements, and first aid measures.

» If you come across any cylinder that is not labeled, is damaged, has issues,
or is leaking, report immediately so the supplier can be contacted.

If compressed gas cylinders are not handled, stored, or transported properly,
these hazards can result in chemical and physical dangers for workers.

» A sudden, uncontrolled release of the high-pressure contents can cause a
cylinder to propel or spin out of control causing injury and damage.

» Gases released from a cylinder may be very cold causing frostbite.
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Inert materials are capable of quickly displacing oxygen
in a large area causing suffocation.

» Flammable gases can result in a fire or an exploding § 3
cylinder. < S

» Oxidizing gases can react rapidly and violently with
combustible materials.

» A gas with corrosive properties can cause severe @\‘V §
chemical burns on the skin. § &\@

» Toxic gases create poisonous atmospheres.

Connect all equipment before opening the valve. %

» Always use the correct valve outlet connection. S 4
: : W $
Never force connections that do not fit. S N
» After connecting all the equipment, point the valve
outlet away from personnel, and open the valve slowly.
» Do not use a hammer or a wrench to open the valve. If
the valve cannot be opened by hand notify the supplier. %&%\'
» Only tighten the connections when the system is not ¥

under pressure.
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Do not use cylinders that are dented, cracked, or damaged.
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Whether in use, in storage, or empty, compressed gas cylinders should be
secured with a chain, strap, rack, or other suitable device.

» lgnition sources, like electrical tools, cigarettes, or open
flames, should be kept away from compressed gas cylinders.
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Do not attempt to make repairs to cylinders or valves.
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When work is finished, when cylinders are empty, or when
cylinders are moved, the cylinder valve should be closed.

» Store compressed gas cylinders in an upright, secured
position with the valve closed and the cylinder cap secured.
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» Transport compressed gas cylinders with a suitable hand truck or use
equipment that is specifically designed for moving cylinders safely. Before
moving a cylinder, ensure the valve is closed.

» Empty compressed gas cylinders should be labeled as empty, stored
separately away from full cylinders with the valve closed and the cylinder
cap secured, and then returned with all the original accessories.

COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER

This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to
use this material for workplace safety and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is
prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold. Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this
presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based
training. The intent is more to address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in
many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many
states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented in this training. It is the responsibility of the
employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.
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For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of
FAQs please visit www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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